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Friend to all: Naoero builds strong
international partnerships for its future

President David Adeang used September’s address to
the United Nations General Assembly to commit to
building stronger relationships around the world while
creating new opportunities at home, declaring Naoero a
“friend to all and an enemy to none”.

Naoero welcomes strong international partnerships

He told the assembly that while the government
continued to strengthen and diversify the economy,
international partnerships play an important role in
attracting investment, improving infrastructure and
connectivity, and creating new opportunities for dei-
Naoero.

However, he also said that small states are increasingly
being asked to “choose between partners, between
blocs, between competing visions of the world,” stating
categorically, “Naoero will not be made to choose.”

“We will work with every partner who respects our
sovereignty and our right to decide our own future,” he
said, while clarifying that this position was not neutrality
but independence.

Pointing out that “partnership does not mean agreement
on everything,” President Adeang said Naoero would
remain open to working with partners around the world.

“Naoero’s partnerships are not all of one kind.

“Some are born of kinship, some of shared interests,
some have been built through decades of cooperation,
and some are grounded in the conviction that when a
wrong persists it must be named and addressed.”

He reminded his audience that each relationship
matters.

“None is a substitute for another, and none comes at the
expense of another.”

Alongside these relationships, President Adeang
affirmed the government’s commitment to continue
prioritising the economy, and updated world leaders with
the significant advances Naoero has seen in recent
years, including the Naoero Trust Fund, fisheries, the
seabed, joining the Egmont Group, new revenue through
the Naoero investment and residence programmes, and
a virtual asset regulator built with full due diligence
obligations before the industry it regulates.

“And behind all of it, investment in health, education and
sport, so that our people are not only better off but
healthier and better prepared,” he said.

The President called on the international community to
continue to “invest in our people, invest in an economy
that rests on more than a handful of arrangements,
invest in institutions that will outlast my government and
the next, invest in the infrastructure, connectivity and
opportunities that distance has too often denied us.”

He said Naoero offered “not dependence, but
participation; not expectation, but contribution; not a
beneficiary, but a partner.”

For dei-Naoero, stronger international partnerships
mean greater opportunities at home while ensuring
decisions about the nation’s future remain firmly in
Naoero’s hands.

President Adeang also underscored the restoration of
Naoero as the country’s official name. “Anga dei-
Naoero. I am from Naoero,” President Adeang said.

“We take our seat under that name proud of where we
have come from. Confident in who we are. And
determined to carry our name into the future.” 

He says the choice was not made to erase the past but
to honour it with respect for Naoero’s history and
gratitude for the journey ‘Nauru’ has led to
independence and place on the international stage. //
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Parliament sitting 17 September 2026 - ministerial  statements
Naoero Intergenerational Trust Fund

As previously reported in the Naoero Bulletin edition 15,
the Naoero Intergenerational Trust Fund has amassed
over $500 million in the first 10 years since its inception.

when “we act with courage, discipline, foresight and
unity”.

The fund represents a national promise, learning from
past economic challenges, and to manage today’s
resources responsibly.

“It is a promise that the prosperity we created will be
shared across generations.”

During the presentation of the NTF’s progress in
September, President Adeang spoke directly to the
Naoero Secondary School students in attendance
reminding them that while the Fund was established for
them, it alone cannot secure their future, and while it
creates opportunities cannot replace knowledge,
discipline, integrity and hard work.

He urged the students to take education seriously, look
after their physical and mental health, and prepare to
take on roles as teachers, doctors, nurses, engineers,
entrepreneurs, public servants and national leaders, for
the future of Naoero.

“Your future is worth protecting, but it is your
responsibility to build it,” the President said to the
students.

At the current pace of the fund, it is estimated to reach
$1 billion by its maturity stage in 2035.

President Adeang acknowledged the support and
confidence of Naoero’s partners and team of service
providers and committed support staff for their
contributions and partnership in the establishment and
growth of the Fund. //

President David Adeang presented his ministerial
statement at the 17 September Parliament sitting
highlighting “the extraordinary national achievement”.

“It is a defining moment in our journey towards economic
security, national resilience, and a better future for every
dei-Naoero.”

The President said the journey began ten years ago with
the vision of breaking the cycle of short-term economic
dependence and build something lasting, that would
continue to protect the people of Naoero long after the
current administration has completed its service to the
nation.

“We wanted to create a national legacy that would
belong not only to the people of today but also to our
children, our grandchildren and generations of dei-
Naoero yet to be born.”

The powerful reality of reaching $500 million in the first
decade demonstrates what Naoero can accomplish 

Minister for Justice and Border Control, Lionel Aingimea
tabled 18 subsidiary legislations that were made
between April and September 2026.

Section 17(2) of the Interpretation Act 2011 requires the
tabling of such laws before Parliament. The majority of
these subsidiary legislation generally dealt with matters
relating to the protection and safety of the people of
Naoero and its residents; to ensure Naoero’s economic
resilience; and that Naoero’s international obligations
are met.

All legislation and subsidiary legislation can be accessed
at https://ronlaw.gov.nr

Subsidiary legislation
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Parliament sitting 17 September 2026 - ministerial  statements

Minister Scotty updates PIF55
Minister Charmaine Scotty presented her statement on
the 55th Pacific Islands Forum leaders’ meeting in Palau
in August.

Naoero highlights stance on pivoting to
self-driven economic initiatives

self-driven economic initiatives; and the UN’s
Multidimensional Vulnerability Index (MVI), reaffirming
that gross national income alone does not reflect true
vulnerability.

The Forum communique explicitly calls for stronger
recognition of the UN MVI by international financial
institutions.

Minister Scotty reaffirmed Naoero’s foundational foreign
policy, friend to all and enemy to none, stressing that
nations should not be pulled from side to side by
geopolitics, but instead unite around the security,
dignity, and economic future of our own people.

She also highlighted achievements under the peace and
security portfolio which align with core priorities set out in
joint communiques such as the Boe Declaration and
cybersecurity; the Waqa Moana Concept; and the Joint
Heads of Pacific Security framework to combat
transnational crime. 

In line with Naoero’s national policy, Minister Scotty said
the Republic disassociated itself from paragraph 29 of
the communique regarding intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) testing.

As a key speaker and active driver of gender-based
violence prevention, Minister Scotty said it was a
personal honour and privilege to speak directly to these
critical issues during the leaders’ deliberations.

She called for the urgent need for regional solidarity and
dedicated resources to combat gender-based violence.
As a result of these direct deliberations, leaders
endorsed the 5th Pacific Islands Forum Women Leaders
meeting.

Consequently, the communique included a landmark
outcome addressing financing for GBV prevention,
national and budgetary commitments, and climate and
green finance integration.

In her address to PIF leaders in Palau, Minister Scotty
urged leaders to move from declarations to
implementation and tangible outcomes that our people
can see and feel, adding that Naoero will continue to
play an active, constructive, and principled role in
shaping and moving towards a self-reliant, secure, and
prosperous Blue Pacific. //

Minister Scotty represented His Excellency President
David Adeang at the regional summit. She was later
joined by the President and deputy ministers Rennier
Gadabu, Isabella Dageago, and Wanganeen Emiu.

Together, the Naoero delegation engaged in crucial
bilateral discussions with various dialogue partners on
the margins of the leaders meeting to advance Naoero’s
national interests, economic partnerships, and
diplomatic relations.

In her address as the President’s Special Envoy,
Minister Scotty expressed Naoero’s sincere gratitude to
the Forum for recognising and adopting the country’s
traditional name.

“It affirms our heritage, our identity, and our right to
speak to the world in our own voice.” 

Minister Scotty said while aid remains important during
crises, charity cannot serve as the region’s permanent
development model.

“The Forum must lead a decisive transition toward
strategic commerce, targeted investment, trade, and
sustainable national revenue.

The key highlights of Naoero’s economic stance
delivered at the Forum include: transitioning from
dependency to commerce and pivoting toward 
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Naoero, US discuss bilateral cooperation
Naoero and the United States discussed strengthened
bilateral cooperation and withdrawal from the
International Criminal Court, 23 September.

Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Russ Kun
and Deputy Minister for Climate Change and National
Resilience, Rennier Gadabu, met with United States
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs, Michael DeSombre, in New York for the meeting.

The meeting provided an opportunity to reaffirm the
longstanding relationship between Naoero and the
United States and to discuss opportunities for
strengthening practical cooperation in areas of shared
interest.

Discussions included regional security, economic and
development cooperation, responsible deep-sea mineral
development, energy security, aviation connectivity and
Naoero’s access to international development financing.

The two sides also discussed Naoero’s recent decision
to withdraw from the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court. The United States congratulated Naoero
on its decision and welcomed continued engagement
between the two countries.

Both sides expressed their commitment to maintaining
direct engagement and identifying practical opportunities
to further strengthen the Naoero-United States
partnership. //

Russia, Pacific small island states discuss practical cooperation
Naoero participated in the Russia-Pacific Small Island
States meeting held on 24 September at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York.

The meeting provided an opportunity to discuss practical
cooperation between the Russian Federation and Pacific
Small Island States, including in climate resilience,
renewable energy, food and water security, fisheries,
education and capacity-building.

Naoero emphasised the importance of cooperation that
responds to national priorities and delivers tangible
benefits for Pacific communities.

Naoero was represented by Deputy Minister for Climate
Change and National Resilience, Rennier Gadabu, and
deputy ministers Isabella Dageago and Timothy Ika; and
Naoero's Permanent Representative to the United
Nations, Ambassador Lara Daniel. //

DeSombre and Kun in New York

DM Gadabu leads delegation at Russia-Pacific SIS meet



Naoero BulletinPage 5 Issue 16 - 2026/318

Naoero supports outcomes recognising SIS climate challenges

The regional meeting of water ministers in September
brought together decision-makers, development
partners and experts from across the Pacific to advance
collaboration, innovation, and strengthen governance
that support sustainable delivery of water and
wastewater services for Pacific communities.

Minister for Climate Change and National Resilience,
Delvin Thoma reaffirmed Naoero’s strong support for
outcomes that recognise the particular challenges of
small island states, during the 10th Pacific Water and
Wastewater ministers meeting in Pape‘ete, French
Polynesia.

Minister Thoma says the theme, Living water - From
Source to Reef, Water Shaping Life in the Pacific
Islands, is deeply relevant to Naoero.

“Across our region, water is central to health, livelihoods
and the resilience of our communities. For small island
states such as ours, water security is not an abstract
policy issue. It is a daily concern for households,
schools, health services and national development.”
Naoero’s circumstances are distinctive owing to its
geology and very limited freshwater resources.

“Rainwater remains our main natural source of water.
However, it cannot always meet national demand,
particularly during dry period. As a result, we rely heavily
on desalination to provide safe drinking water for our
people,” Minister Thoma said.

(seated 2nd from right) Minister Thoma says conference theme is deeply relevant to Naoero

Infrastructure upgrades such as additional water delivery
trucks and the new ADB-supported Nauru Sustainable
and Resilient Urban Development Project (NSRUD) are
important gains in addressing water reticulation,
wastewater and sanitation management.

The NSRUD will be the country’s first water reticulation
system, and is expected to serve around 1,200
households, approximately 55 per cent of the
population.

But the minister says infrastructure alone is not enough,
and calls for continued partnerships, training and
financing to support these actions.

While desalination is essential for Naoero, it is costly to
run and depends on reliable equipment, regular
maintenance and skill staff. Any break in that supported
system will be felt quickly by the community. 

“This is why water security must be approached as a
whole system from capturing and storing rainwater, to
conserving water and maintaining reliable desalination
services.”

He urges that Pacific countries continue to cooperate
and learn from each other given they face the same
challenges. 

Ministers concluded the meeting, 1 September, and
endorsed the Pape’ete Declaration on regional
commitments and action towards a water-secure and
climate-resilient Pacific. //
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At the special meeting of the  Naoero Trust Fund in
Brisbane on 1 October, Naoero reaffirmed that the NTF
was established to safeguard the long-term interests of
the people of Naoero and to support essential
government services, including health, education, social
and community services, once the Fund reaches its
designated sustainable value.

The Government reiterated its commitment to protecting
the integrity and long-term sustainability of the NTF for
the benefit of present and future generations of dei
Naoero. //

NTF special meeting

Donor partners and service providers in
Brisbane for the special NTF meeting

ADB to finance aircraft for national carrier
The Government of Naoero, Naoero Air Corporation
(NAC), and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) marked
an important milestone by signing loan documents to
finance aircraft MSN 40997 for NAC, 2 October.

NAC Chairman Deiye and ADB's Daniel
Wiedmer, signing the loan agreement

The loan documents were signed by NAC Chairman
Charleston Deiye and ADB Director for Infrastructure
Finance Daniel Wiedmer. 

The ceremony was witnessed by His Excellency
President David Adeang and ministers Asterio Appi,
Maverick Eoe, and senior representatives of the
Government of Naoero, NAC and ADB, including ADB
Director General for the Pacific Department Ms Emma
Veve and Regional Director Jyotsana Varma.

In his remarks, President Adeang described Naoero’s
national airline as the country’s “lifeline”, connecting
families, students and patients while supporting
business, trade and engagement with the wider world.

His Excellency thanked ADB and NAC for their
partnership and commitment to strengthening Naoero’s
air connectivity and securing a more resilient future for
the nation. //

The Republic of Naoero has assumed the Chairmanship
of the Asia-Pacific Group at the United Nations for the
month of October 2026.

The Asia-Pacific Group is one of the five regional groups
at the United Nations, bringing together 53 Member
States from Asia and the Pacific. The Group coordinates
on matters including regional representation, elections
and candidatures for positions within the United Nations
system.

During the handover, Ambassador Lara Daniel
expressed Naoero’s sincere appreciation to the
Permanent Mission of Myanmar for its leadership of the
Group during September and to the Permanent Mission
of Kyrgyzstan for its leadership during August.

Naoero is honoured to undertake this responsibility and
looks forward to working closely with all Asia-Pacific
Group Member States throughout its Chairmanship. //

Naoero assumes UN-APG chairmanship

Ambassador Daniel (L) thanked outgoing
chair Myanmar for its leadership
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The Naoero Judiciary held a ceremony handing over
more than 20 law books, donated by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), to the Supreme
Court library, 30 September.

VP Aingimea and UNDP’s Senibulu

negligence, judicial remedies in public law, land law, and
cargo claims.

Vice President Lionel Aingimea highlighted two books in
particular: the 20th edition of Bullen and Leake and
Jacob's Precedents of Pleadings, and the 33rd edition of
Tristan and Coote’s Probate Practice. Both books will
enhance the skills of legal practitioners in drafting
pleadings, while the other deals with the estate of a
deceased person and matters relating to inheritance.

He explained, “Naoero has its own customary law on
this, but dei-Naoero also have properties overseas. As
such, this book will be handy for legal practitioners when
advising their clients on matters concerning overseas
property and inheritance.”

UNDP representative Luisa Senibulu highlighted
UNDP’s support to Naoero’s governance since 2021,
continuing to date with the most recent refurbishment of
the Supreme Court, procurement of IT equipment and
support for case law publication.

VP Aingimea expressed his sincere gratitude and
appreciation to UNDP for its continued commitment to
Naoero. //

UNDP donates lawbooks covering wide ranging legal subjects

Joint commemoration of Hammer DeRoburt and National Youth Day

Parliament Speaker Stephen, government ministers
and officials at the grave of the late president

The Youth Pledge was conducted by NNYC Advisor
Ankemwi Garoa and Catholic Youth member Rosali
Dediya. Special prayers were delivered by Hammer
DeRoburt's great-grandson Lukelan DeRoburt, Ankemwi
Garoa, Miss Naoero Rhianna Hafees, Miss Areoni Jewel
Tebouwa, and Youth Affairs representative Shaepeton
Ribauw.

The National Youth presented their song ‘The Child in
Me’ composed by Pauline Grundler and Philomena
Gadaraoa.

Afterwards at Boe cemetry, Speaker of Parliament
Marcus Stephen laid the first wreath followed by the
ministers Charmaine Scotty, Shadlog Bernicke, Jesse
Jeremiah, Delvin Thoma, the Australian High
Commissioner Lisa White and other department
representatives.

Sir Hammer DeRoburt was born on 25 September 1922
and passed away on 15 July 1992. He led the charge for
Naoero’s independence and subsequent control of its
lucrative phosphate industry.

DeRoburt was a member of parliament for the
Constituency of Boe and was president for most of the
first 20 years of Naoero's independence. His presidency
ended in August 1989 but remained a member of
parliament for Boe until his passing. //

Ministers Charmaine Scotty, Shadlog Bernicke, Jesse
Jeremiah, Delvin Thoma and Speaker of Parliament
Marcus Stephen attended the service held at the Orro
Congregational Church, followed by the laying of
wreaths at the resting place of the late president at Boe
cemetry.

The national anthem was led by the Congregational
Church Combined Youth Choir, followed by hymns and
prayer requests. Pastor Jezza Agadio led the service
with his sermon.

A special church service was held on 25 September to
celebrate the 104th birth date of Naoero's founding
father, the late Sir Hammer DeRoburt, and National
Youth Day.

The books cover a variety of legal subjects, including
administrative law, contract law, torts, constitutional law,
criminal law, building contracts, appeals handbook,
evidence, domestic violence, international law,
professional responsibility of lawyers, medical
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India, Pacific islands foreign ministers meeting
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Russ Kun,
and Deputy Minister for Foreign Investment, Timothy Ika,
attended the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation
(FIPIC) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on 23 September
2026.

DM Kun says implementation of commitments must be timely

The meeting was hosted by the Government of India at
the Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations in
New York and brought together representatives of India
and Pacific Island countries to review progress since the
Third FIPIC Summit held in Port Moresby in 2023.

Discussions focused on cooperation in healthcare,
information and communications technology, agriculture,
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, capacity
building and technical assistance, as well as cooperation
through the India-UN Development Partnership Fund.

Delivering Naoero’s national statement, DM Kun
welcomed India’s continued engagement with the Pacific
and emphasised that the priority must now be the timely
implementation of commitments. He highlighted
Naoero’s interest in healthcare support, including the
proposed dialysis unit and sea ambulance, as well as
cooperation in renewable energy, cybersecurity,
agriculture and specialised training.

Naoero remains committed to working with India through
FIPIC to translate regional commitments into practical
and lasting benefits for the people of Naoero. //

He was accompanied by Josie Ann Dongobir, First
Secretary of the Permanent Mission of Naoero to the
United Nations.

The meeting focused on advancing comprehensive
reform of the United Nations Security Council to better
reflect contemporary global realities and strengthen the
representation of developing countries, Africa and other
underrepresented groups.

For Naoero, meaningful representation of Small Island
Developing States remains an important priority. Naoero
supports expansion of the Security Council in both the
permanent and non-permanent categories, including the
L.69 proposal for a dedicated rotating non-permanent
seat for SIDS.

Naoero will continue to advocate for a Security Council
that is more representative, legitimate and responsive to
the security challenges faced by small island nations,
including the impacts of climate change on peace,
stability and human security. //

Naoero participates in ministerial meeting on UN Security Council reform

Naoero continues to advocate for a security
council more responsive to SIS challenges

Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Russ Kun,
attended the ministerial meeting of the L.69 Group and
the African Union Committee of Ten (C-10) on 23
September at the Permanent Mission of India to the
United Nations in New York.

REPUBLIC OF NAOERO REPUBLIC OF NAOERO 
Follow on Facebook Follow on Facebook 
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During the UNGA 81 High-Level Week, the Republic of
Naoero officially opened its new Mission office in New
York, 21 September.

The office was opened by His Excellency President
David Adeang through a ribbon-cutting ceremony,
followed by the blessing by Reverend Dr. Cornell
Edmonds and his wife, Barbara, and light refreshments
shared with the Naoero delegation.

The opening provides a new home for the Naoero
Mission in New York — a dedicated space for our work,
our engagement with the United Nations, and welcoming
Naoero’s visitors and partners. //

Naoero opens new UN office premises

President Adeang cuts ribbon to new UN office premises

Ahead of the 81  United Nations General Assembly
plenary session, Deputy Minister Timothy Ika and legal
advisor Francilia Adire attended the ministerial
roundtable side event, ‘Ocean, Climate and the Law of
the Sea: Upholding a Rules-based framework for a
changing ocean’, hosted by the United Kingdom, 21
September.

st

The ocean sustains life, livelihoods and economies
across the world, and its governance rests on one of the
most successful frameworks in international law: the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

Ocean states, like Naoero, are affected more so, by
challenges posed by climate change impacts.

The roundtable is an opportunity to reflect on how the
law of the sea framework can continue to provide
stability and cooperation in the face of a changing
ocean. Discussions focused on strategic priorities,
shared experiences and identified opportunities for
enhanced international cooperation. //

DM Ika leads roundtable talks at UNGA side event

Georgia and Naoero establish official diplomatic relations
The Joint Communiqué establishing diplomatic relations
was signed on Monday, 21 September, at the Mission of
Georgia in New York by His Excellency David Adeang,
President of the Republic of Naoero, and His Excellency
Irakli Kobakhidze, Prime Minister of Georgia.

The two leaders held a bilateral meeting and discussed
opportunities to strengthen relations and develop
practical cooperation between Naoero and Georgia.

The establishment of diplomatic relations provides a
foundation for closer engagement and greater
cooperation between the Republic of Naoero and
Georgia in the years ahead. //

Roundtable opportunity to reflect on law of the sea framework

President David Adeang sign communique
with Georgia PM Kobakhidze

The Republic of Naoero and Georgia have formally
established diplomatic relations, marking a new chapter
of friendship and cooperation between the two countries.
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Naoero’s virtual authority closes in on launch
Building a trusted, internationally recognised virtual
assets regulatory framework remains a key priority for
Naoero as the government continues to strengthen the
nation's economy through innovation and responsible
regulation.

Zameer and Nygryn bring value to virtual assets authority

“At the same time as building a higher standard of living,
we are prioritising international best practices and the
highest levels of governance and compliance,” the
President said.

CRVAA chief executive officer Brian Phelps said the
appointments ensured the authority was well placed to
commence operations and deliver a world-class
regulatory framework.

"Our executive capability is being strengthened as we
develop the regulator and bring the right experience to
meet international regulatory standards while supporting
responsible innovation and creating long-term economic
opportunities for Naoero," he said.

Ms Zameer has more than 20 years of international
experience in financial services, risk management and
digital assets, joining CRVAA from Standard Chartered
Bank, where she most recently served as head of digital
assets risk in Singapore. Throughout her career, she has
developed and led complex risk management
frameworks supporting the safe and responsible growth
of digital assets.

Ms Nygryn joined CRVAA after more than 17 years'
experience across technology, cybersecurity and risk in
banking, financial services and the virtual assets sector.
She has led major technology and security programs for
some of Australia's largest financial institutions and
brings extensive expertise in cybersecurity, artificial
intelligence and digital innovation.

The appointments marked another milestone as the
government continues implementing its vision to position
Naoero as a trusted, internationally recognised digital
assets jurisdiction, supporting economic diversification,
attracting global investment and creating new
opportunities for future generations. //

Earlier this year the Command Ridge Virtual Asset
Authority (CRVAA) took steps to strengthen its executive
leadership with two key appointments.

Internationally recognised financial risk leader Maria
Zameer joined as chief risk and compliance officer while
cybersecurity and technology specialist River Nygryn
came on board as chief technology officer.

President David Adeang said attracting world-class
international expertise demonstrated growing confidence
in Naoero's vision to become a trusted leader in digital
innovation and economic diversification.

"While we don’t have the same resources of larger
nations, we are embracing innovation and building a
more resilient and prosperous nation for dei-Naoero.
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The permanent representatives to the United Nations for
the Republic of Naoero and Saint Lucia signed the joint
communique formally establishing diplomatic relations
between their two countries on Wednesday, 16
September at the Naoero Mission.

Following the signing, the two ambassadors, Naoero’s
Lara Daniel and St Lucia’s Menissa Rambally, had a
brief meeting on future cooperation between their two
countries. //

Naoero, St Lucia establish diplomatic relations

The Republic of Naoero and the State of Qatar have
formally established diplomatic relations following the
signing of the joint communique by their respective
permanent representatives to the United Nations, on
Monday 14 September.

The signing by Naoero’s Ambassador Lara Daniel and
Qatar’s Ambassador Alya Ahmed bin Saif Al Thani, took
place at the Qatar Mission at the UN. The ambassadors
then had a brief meeting to discuss future cooperation
between the two countries. //

Naoero, Qatar establish diplomatic relations
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	Subsidiary legislation
	Parliament sitting 17 September 2026 - ministerial  statements
	Minister Scotty updates PIF55
	Minister Charmaine Scotty presented her statement on the 55th Pacific Islands Forum leaders’ meeting in Palau in August.
	Minister Scotty represented His Excellency President David Adeang at the regional summit. She was later joined by the President and deputy ministers Rennier Gadabu, Isabella Dageago, and Wanganeen Emiu.
	Together, the Naoero delegation engaged in crucial bilateral discussions with various dialogue partners on the margins of the leaders meeting to advance Naoero’s national interests, economic partnerships, and diplomatic relations.
	In her address as the President’s Special Envoy, Minister Scotty expressed Naoero’s sincere gratitude to the Forum for recognising and adopting the country’s traditional name.
	“It affirms our heritage, our identity, and our right to speak to the world in our own voice.”
	Minister Scotty said while aid remains important during crises, charity cannot serve as the region’s permanent development model.
	“The Forum must lead a decisive transition toward strategic commerce, targeted investment, trade, and sustainable national revenue.
	The key highlights of Naoero’s economic stance delivered at the Forum include: transitioning from dependency to commerce and pivoting toward
	self-driven economic initiatives; and the UN’s Multidimensional Vulnerability Index (MVI), reaffirming that gross national income alone does not reflect true vulnerability.
	The Forum communique explicitly calls for stronger recognition of the UN MVI by international financial institutions.
	Minister Scotty reaffirmed Naoero’s foundational foreign policy, friend to all and enemy to none, stressing that nations should not be pulled from side to side by geopolitics, but instead unite around the security, dignity, and economic future of our own people.
	She also highlighted achievements under the peace and security portfolio which align with core priorities set out in joint communiques such as the Boe Declaration and cybersecurity; the Waqa Moana Concept; and the Joint Heads of Pacific Security framework to combat transnational crime.
	In line with Naoero’s national policy, Minister Scotty said the Republic disassociated itself from paragraph 29 of the communique regarding intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) testing.
	As a key speaker and active driver of gender-based violence prevention, Minister Scotty said it was a personal honour and privilege to speak directly to these critical issues during the leaders’ deliberations.
	She called for the urgent need for regional solidarity and dedicated resources to combat gender-based violence. As a result of these direct deliberations, leaders endorsed the 5th Pacific Islands Forum Women Leaders meeting.
	Consequently, the communique included a landmark outcome addressing financing for GBV prevention, national and budgetary commitments, and climate and green finance integration.
	In her address to PIF leaders in Palau, Minister Scotty urged leaders to move from declarations to implementation and tangible outcomes that our people can see and feel, adding that Naoero will continue to play an active, constructive, and principled role in shaping and moving towards a self-reliant, secure, and prosperous Blue Pacific. //
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	Naoero, US discuss bilateral cooperation
	Naoero and the United States discussed strengthened bilateral cooperation and withdrawal from the International Criminal Court, 23 September.
	Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Russ Kun and Deputy Minister for Climate Change and National Resilience, Rennier Gadabu, met with United States Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Michael DeSombre, in New York for the meeting.
	The meeting provided an opportunity to reaffirm the longstanding relationship between Naoero and the United States and to discuss opportunities for strengthening practical cooperation in areas of shared interest.
	Discussions included regional security, economic and development cooperation, responsible deep-sea mineral development, energy security, aviation connectivity and Naoero’s access to international development financing.
	The two sides also discussed Naoero’s recent decision to withdraw from the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. The United States congratulated Naoero on its decision and welcomed continued engagement between the two countries.
	Both sides expressed their commitment to maintaining direct engagement and identifying practical opportunities to further strengthen the Naoero-United States partnership. //

	Russia, Pacific small island states discuss practical cooperation
	Naoero participated in the Russia-Pacific Small Island States meeting held on 24 September at the United Nations Headquarters in New York.
	The meeting provided an opportunity to discuss practical cooperation between the Russian Federation and Pacific Small Island States, including in climate resilience, renewable energy, food and water security, fisheries, education and capacity-building.
	Naoero emphasised the importance of cooperation that responds to national priorities and delivers tangible benefits for Pacific communities.
	Naoero was represented by Deputy Minister for Climate Change and National Resilience, Rennier Gadabu, and deputy ministers Isabella Dageago and Timothy Ika; and Naoero's Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Ambassador Lara Daniel. //
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	Naoero supports outcomes recognising SIS climate challenges
	The regional meeting of water ministers in September brought together decision-makers, development partners and experts from across the Pacific to advance
	collaboration, innovation, and strengthen governance that support sustainable delivery of water and wastewater services for Pacific communities.
	Minister for Climate Change and National Resilience, Delvin Thoma reaffirmed Naoero’s strong support for outcomes that recognise the particular challenges of small island states, during the 10th Pacific Water and Wastewater ministers meeting in Pape‘ete, French Polynesia.
	Minister Thoma says the theme, Living water - From Source to Reef, Water Shaping Life in the Pacific Islands, is deeply relevant to Naoero.
	“Across our region, water is central to health, livelihoods and the resilience of our communities. For small island states such as ours, water security is not an abstract policy issue. It is a daily concern for households, schools, health services and national development.” Naoero’s circumstances are distinctive owing to its geology and very limited freshwater resources.
	“Rainwater remains our main natural source of water. However, it cannot always meet national demand, particularly during dry period. As a result, we rely heavily
	on desalination to provide safe drinking water for our people,” Minister Thoma said.
	Infrastructure upgrades such as additional water delivery trucks and the new ADB-supported Nauru Sustainable and Resilient Urban Development Project (NSRUD) are important gains in addressing water reticulation, wastewater and sanitation management.
	The NSRUD will be the country’s first water reticulation system, and is expected to serve around 1,200 households, approximately 55 per cent of the population.
	But the minister says infrastructure alone is not enough, and calls for continued partnerships, training and financing to support these actions.
	While desalination is essential for Naoero, it is costly to run and depends on reliable equipment, regular maintenance and skill staff. Any break in that supported system will be felt quickly by the community.
	“This is why water security must be approached as a whole system from capturing and storing rainwater, to conserving water and maintaining reliable desalination services.”
	He urges that Pacific countries continue to cooperate and learn from each other given they face the same challenges.
	Ministers concluded the meeting, 1 September, and endorsed the Pape’ete Declaration on regional commitments and action towards a water-secure and climate-resilient Pacific. //
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	ADB to finance aircraft for national carrier
	The Government of Naoero, Naoero Air Corporation (NAC), and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) marked an important milestone by signing loan documents to finance aircraft MSN 40997 for NAC, 2 October.
	The loan documents were signed by NAC Chairman Charleston Deiye and ADB Director for Infrastructure Finance Daniel Wiedmer.
	The ceremony was witnessed by His Excellency President David Adeang and ministers Asterio Appi, Maverick Eoe, and senior representatives of the Government of Naoero, NAC and ADB, including ADB Director General for the Pacific Department Ms Emma Veve and Regional Director Jyotsana Varma.
	In his remarks, President Adeang described Naoero’s national airline as the country’s “lifeline”, connecting families, students and patients while supporting business, trade and engagement with the wider world.
	His Excellency thanked ADB and NAC for their partnership and commitment to strengthening Naoero’s air connectivity and securing a more resilient future for the nation. //

	NTF special meeting
	At the special meeting of the  Naoero Trust Fund in Brisbane on 1 October, Naoero reaffirmed that the NTF was established to safeguard the long-term interests of the people of Naoero and to support essential government services, including health, education, social and community services, once the Fund reaches its designated sustainable value.
	The Government reiterated its commitment to protecting the integrity and long-term sustainability of the NTF for the benefit of present and future generations of dei Naoero. //

	Naoero assumes UN-APG chairmanship
	The Republic of Naoero has assumed the Chairmanship of the Asia-Pacific Group at the United Nations for the month of October 2026.
	The Asia-Pacific Group is one of the five regional groups at the United Nations, bringing together 53 Member States from Asia and the Pacific. The Group coordinates on matters including regional representation, elections and candidatures for positions within the United Nations system.
	During the handover, Ambassador Lara Daniel expressed Naoero’s sincere appreciation to the Permanent Mission of Myanmar for its leadership of the Group during September and to the Permanent Mission of Kyrgyzstan for its leadership during August.
	Naoero is honoured to undertake this responsibility and looks forward to working closely with all Asia-Pacific Group Member States throughout its Chairmanship. //
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	UNDP donates lawbooks covering wide ranging legal subjects
	The Naoero Judiciary held a ceremony handing over more than 20 law books, donated by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), to the Supreme Court library, 30 September.
	The books cover a variety of legal subjects, including administrative law, contract law, torts, constitutional law, criminal law, building contracts, appeals handbook, evidence, domestic violence, international law, professional responsibility of lawyers, medical
	negligence, judicial remedies in public law, land law, and cargo claims.
	Vice President Lionel Aingimea highlighted two books in particular: the 20th edition of Bullen and Leake and Jacob's Precedents of Pleadings, and the 33rd edition of Tristan and Coote’s Probate Practice. Both books will enhance the skills of legal practitioners in drafting pleadings, while the other deals with the estate of a deceased person and matters relating to inheritance.
	He explained, “Naoero has its own customary law on this, but dei-Naoero also have properties overseas. As such, this book will be handy for legal practitioners when advising their clients on matters concerning overseas property and inheritance.”
	UNDP representative Luisa Senibulu highlighted UNDP’s support to Naoero’s governance since 2021, continuing to date with the most recent refurbishment of the Supreme Court, procurement of IT equipment and support for case law publication.
	VP Aingimea expressed his sincere gratitude and appreciation to UNDP for its continued commitment to Naoero. //

	Joint commemoration of Hammer DeRoburt and National Youth Day
	A special church service was held on 25 September to celebrate the 104th birth date of Naoero's founding father, the late Sir Hammer DeRoburt, and National Youth Day.
	Ministers Charmaine Scotty, Shadlog Bernicke, Jesse Jeremiah, Delvin Thoma and Speaker of Parliament Marcus Stephen attended the service held at the Orro Congregational Church, followed by the laying of wreaths at the resting place of the late president at Boe cemetry.
	The national anthem was led by the Congregational Church Combined Youth Choir, followed by hymns and prayer requests. Pastor Jezza Agadio led the service with his sermon.
	The Youth Pledge was conducted by NNYC Advisor Ankemwi Garoa and Catholic Youth member Rosali Dediya. Special prayers were delivered by Hammer DeRoburt's great-grandson Lukelan DeRoburt, Ankemwi Garoa, Miss Naoero Rhianna Hafees, Miss Areoni Jewel Tebouwa, and Youth Affairs representative Shaepeton Ribauw.
	The National Youth presented their song ‘The Child in Me’ composed by Pauline Grundler and Philomena Gadaraoa.
	Afterwards at Boe cemetry, Speaker of Parliament Marcus Stephen laid the first wreath followed by the ministers Charmaine Scotty, Shadlog Bernicke, Jesse Jeremiah, Delvin Thoma, the Australian High Commissioner Lisa White and other department representatives.
	Sir Hammer DeRoburt was born on 25 September 1922 and passed away on 15 July 1992. He led the charge for Naoero’s independence and subsequent control of its lucrative phosphate industry.
	DeRoburt was a member of parliament for the Constituency of Boe and was president for most of the first 20 years of Naoero's independence. His presidency ended in August 1989 but remained a member of parliament for Boe until his passing. //
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	India, Pacific islands foreign ministers meeting
	Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Russ Kun, and Deputy Minister for Foreign Investment, Timothy Ika, attended the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on 23 September 2026.
	The meeting was hosted by the Government of India at the Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations in New York and brought together representatives of India and Pacific Island countries to review progress since the Third FIPIC Summit held in Port Moresby in 2023.
	Discussions focused on cooperation in healthcare, information and communications technology, agriculture, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, capacity building and technical assistance, as well as cooperation through the India-UN Development Partnership Fund.
	Delivering Naoero’s national statement, DM Kun welcomed India’s continued engagement with the Pacific and emphasised that the priority must now be the timely implementation of commitments. He highlighted Naoero’s interest in healthcare support, including the proposed dialysis unit and sea ambulance, as well as cooperation in renewable energy, cybersecurity, agriculture and specialised training.
	Naoero remains committed to working with India through FIPIC to translate regional commitments into practical and lasting benefits for the people of Naoero. //

	Naoero participates in ministerial meeting on UN Security Council reform
	Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Russ Kun, attended the ministerial meeting of the L.69 Group and the African Union Committee of Ten (C-10) on 23 September at the Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations in New York.
	He was accompanied by Josie Ann Dongobir, First Secretary of the Permanent Mission of Naoero to the United Nations.
	The meeting focused on advancing comprehensive reform of the United Nations Security Council to better reflect contemporary global realities and strengthen the representation of developing countries, Africa and other underrepresented groups.
	For Naoero, meaningful representation of Small Island Developing States remains an important priority. Naoero supports expansion of the Security Council in both the permanent and non-permanent categories, including the L.69 proposal for a dedicated rotating non-permanent seat for SIDS.
	Naoero will continue to advocate for a Security Council that is more representative, legitimate and responsive to the security challenges faced by small island nations, including the impacts of climate change on peace, stability and human security. //
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	Naoero opens new UN office premises
	During the UNGA 81 High-Level Week, the Republic of Naoero officially opened its new Mission office in New York, 21 September.
	The office was opened by His Excellency President David Adeang through a ribbon-cutting ceremony, followed by the blessing by Reverend Dr. Cornell Edmonds and his wife, Barbara, and light refreshments shared with the Naoero delegation.
	The opening provides a new home for the Naoero Mission in New York — a dedicated space for our work, our engagement with the United Nations, and welcoming Naoero’s visitors and partners. //

	DM Ika leads roundtable talks at UNGA side event
	Ahead of the 81st United Nations General Assembly plenary session, Deputy Minister Timothy Ika and legal advisor Francilia Adire attended the ministerial roundtable side event, ‘Ocean, Climate and the Law of the Sea: Upholding a Rules-based framework for a changing ocean’, hosted by the United Kingdom, 21 September.
	The ocean sustains life, livelihoods and economies across the world, and its governance rests on one of the most successful frameworks in international law: the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
	Ocean states, like Naoero, are affected more so, by challenges posed by climate change impacts.
	The roundtable is an opportunity to reflect on how the law of the sea framework can continue to provide stability and cooperation in the face of a changing ocean. Discussions focused on strategic priorities, shared experiences and identified opportunities for enhanced international cooperation. //

	Georgia and Naoero establish official diplomatic relations
	The Republic of Naoero and Georgia have formally established diplomatic relations, marking a new chapter of friendship and cooperation between the two countries.
	The Joint Communiqué establishing diplomatic relations was signed on Monday, 21 September, at the Mission of Georgia in New York by His Excellency David Adeang, President of the Republic of Naoero, and His Excellency Irakli Kobakhidze, Prime Minister of Georgia.
	The two leaders held a bilateral meeting and discussed opportunities to strengthen relations and develop practical cooperation between Naoero and Georgia.
	The establishment of diplomatic relations provides a foundation for closer engagement and greater cooperation between the Republic of Naoero and Georgia in the years ahead. //
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	Naoero’s virtual authority closes in on launch
	Building a trusted, internationally recognised virtual assets regulatory framework remains a key priority for Naoero as the government continues to strengthen the nation's economy through innovation and responsible regulation.
	Earlier this year the Command Ridge Virtual Asset Authority (CRVAA) took steps to strengthen its executive leadership with two key appointments.
	Internationally recognised financial risk leader Maria Zameer joined as chief risk and compliance officer while cybersecurity and technology specialist River Nygryn came on board as chief technology officer.
	President David Adeang said attracting world-class international expertise demonstrated growing confidence in Naoero's vision to become a trusted leader in digital innovation and economic diversification.
	"While we don’t have the same resources of larger nations, we are embracing innovation and building a more resilient and prosperous nation for dei-Naoero.
	“At the same time as building a higher standard of living, we are prioritising international best practices and the highest levels of governance and compliance,” the President said.
	CRVAA chief executive officer Brian Phelps said the appointments ensured the authority was well placed to commence operations and deliver a world-class regulatory framework.
	"Our executive capability is being strengthened as we develop the regulator and bring the right experience to meet international regulatory standards while supporting responsible innovation and creating long-term economic opportunities for Naoero," he said.
	Ms Zameer has more than 20 years of international experience in financial services, risk management and digital assets, joining CRVAA from Standard Chartered Bank, where she most recently served as head of digital assets risk in Singapore. Throughout her career, she has developed and led complex risk management frameworks supporting the safe and responsible growth of digital assets.
	Ms Nygryn joined CRVAA after more than 17 years' experience across technology, cybersecurity and risk in banking, financial services and the virtual assets sector. She has led major technology and security programs for some of Australia's largest financial institutions and brings extensive expertise in cybersecurity, artificial intelligence and digital innovation.
	The appointments marked another milestone as the government continues implementing its vision to position Naoero as a trusted, internationally recognised digital assets jurisdiction, supporting economic diversification, attracting global investment and creating new opportunities for future generations. //
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	Naoero, St Lucia establish diplomatic relations
	The permanent representatives to the United Nations for the Republic of Naoero and Saint Lucia signed the joint communique formally establishing diplomatic relations between their two countries on Wednesday, 16 September at the Naoero Mission.
	Following the signing, the two ambassadors, Naoero’s Lara Daniel and St Lucia’s Menissa Rambally, had a brief meeting on future cooperation between their two countries. //

	Naoero, Qatar establish diplomatic relations
	The Republic of Naoero and the State of Qatar have formally established diplomatic relations following the signing of the joint communique by their respective permanent representatives to the United Nations, on Monday 14 September.
	The signing by Naoero’s Ambassador Lara Daniel and Qatar’s Ambassador Alya Ahmed bin Saif Al Thani, took place at the Qatar Mission at the UN. The ambassadors then had a brief meeting to discuss future cooperation between the two countries. //
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