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The Asian Development Bank’s 58th Annual Meeting of
the Board of Governors officially opened in Milan, Italy by
President Masako Kanda, with the theme, Sharing
Experience, Building Tomorrow.

It is the first time for Italy to host the annual meeting, 5-7
May.

As Minister for Finance, President Adeang is Nauru’s
governor on the ADB board, and was accompanied by
Deputy Minister for Finance Delvin Thoma.

The meeting highlights four focus areas central to driving
transformational change across Asia and the Pacific.

“External shocks, debt burdens, and climate change
weigh heavily on the people and economies of the region.
But we are not starting from zero. Growth remains solid,
trade and economic integration are deepening, supply
chains are diversifying, and digital connectivity and
innovation are accelerating,” ADB President Kanda said.

“Uncertainty is not a reason for retreat. It is a call to be
bolder, to move faster, and to work more closely than ever
before.”

The first area of focus - to address the vulnerability of the
region’s food systems, ADB will scale up financing for
food systems transformation to $40 billion by 2030. 

Second, ADB is investing in digital technologies to
improve access to education, finance, and markets. 

ADB58: Annual governors meeting address collective action to solve complex challenges

Third, ADB is investing in modernising and connecting
energy systems, including readiness to commit up to $10
billion to support work on the ASEAN Power Grid. 

Fourth, ADB is deepening investments to build resilience
by strengthening infrastructure, restoring and protecting
ecosystems, and helping vulnerable communities adapt to
the impacts of climate change.

ADB also reaffirmed its commitment to scale up private
sector development, aiming to increase private sector
financing four-fold to $13 billion annually by 2030.

More than 5,000 participants attended the meeting
consisting of government representatives, the private
sector, civil society, and academia.

The ADB’s approach for developments in Nauru
emphasises consultative, flexible responses and focused,
long-term engagement to optimise development
outcomes. Support includes maritime transport,
renewable energy, and urban development, and reforms
to enhance public sector management, state-owned
enterprises, and social protection. 

ADB's development efforts, partnerships, and technical
assistance are aligned with Nauru’s National Sustainable
Development Strategy 2019–2030 and have helped the
government address the country’s infrastructure needs,
improve delivery of essential services and the
performance of SOEs, reduce debt risk, and strengthen
fiscal sustainability. //

Asian Development Bank’s 58th Annual Meeting

HE President David Adeang attends annual ADB meeting as governor for Nauru
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Solomon Islands’ Permanent Secretary for Finance
McKinnie Dentana presented the joint statement on
behalf of the governors from Cook Islands, Federated
States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands,
Nauru, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Palau, Samoa,
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

The 14 Pacific DMCs hope for solutions to boost
economic growth that’s been low for the past two
decades. The group notes the ADB’s work on private
sector development, and encouraged removing
constraints and barriers that hinders business setup
especially for micro, small and medium enterprise
(MSME).

In that regard, the group seeks the ADB’s continued
support for local commercial banks in securing
correspondent banking services that will facilitate
economic transaction with trading partners and raise
capital investment opportunities for local businesses.

“In a more practical situation, we would like it to be easier
for our women and youth farmers to have access to safe
financial services.”

Mr Dentana says business as usual in building the
Pacific’s resilience against shocks is no longer practical
as uncertainty from tariffs, geopolitical shifts, and conflicts
strains international and regional cooperation.

“Free movement of people and investments can be
mutually beneficial for the Pacific region including visa
free Pacific.”

ADB’s tailored climate and disaster financing facilities to
meet Pacific DMC needs is welcomed, recognising that it
contributes to sustained growth, poverty reduction and
natural resource management.

The group reiterated the call for the adoption of a multi-
dimensional vulnerability index (MVI) to recognise their
vulnerabilities but also readiness to impacts of climate
change and life supporting sectors such as food, water,
health ecosystem services, human habitat and
infrastructure.

Finance ministers of Pacific Developing Member
Countries (DMC) voiced their outlook for a better Pacific
in a joint statement at the Pacific DMC Governors meeting
with ADB management and staff in Milan, Italy, 4 May.

Solomon Islands delivers joint Pacific statement

ADB58: Pacific governors present
joint statement at DMC prep meeting Pacific DMCs stressed the importance of the 2050

Strategy for the Blue Pacific highlighting the seriousness of
the Pacific countries to transform and build a resilient
Pacific region.

The group supports Australia’s bid to co-host with PICs
COP31 in 2026 as a Pacific COP to demonstrate that
climate change is real in the Pacific region. It would serve
to highlight Pacific culture and innovative solutions using
traditional and cultural practices to adapt and build
resilience.

Mr Dentana concluded the group looks forward to
President Kanda’s leadership and higher levels of
engagement and partnership with the ADB, and to harness
more innovative approaches and adaptability to the
constantly changing economic landscape. //

National Emergency Services Secretary Barassi
Botelanga and Acting Australian High Commissioner
Stephen Close signed the Australia Assists Arrangement
(2025-2035), 29 April.

Australia assists local emergency
services

The Australia Assists Arrangement is a humanitarian
program aimed to improve disaster recovery, build local
capacity, and empower local leaders to carry out effective
humanitarian efforts. 

The 10-year agreement will provide long-term partnership
for disaster risk reduction and emergency management.

Mr Botelanga expressed his gratitude to the Government
of Australia and highlighted the agreement's benefits for
Nauru, including assistance for NES capacity building,
better disaster preparedness, access to technical
support, and strengthening local leadership in emergency
management. 

"The agreement emphasises collaboration, mutual
understanding, and the importance of local leadership in
disaster management."

Currently, Jeff Lee is the Australia Assists advisor working
on the Nauru Airport Runway Resurfacing Project. //

Botelanga and Acting Australian High Commissioner Close
signed the Australia Assists Arrangement
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Nauru presented its intervention at the annual Asian
Development Bank (ADB) meeting advocating for the
country’s vulnerability position.

Deputy Minister Thoma delivers intervention statement on
behalf of President Adeang

ADB58: Nauru intervention
underscores vulnerability 

Deputy Minister for Finance and Alternate ADB governor
for Nauru, Delvin Thoma, delivered Nauru’s intervention
on behalf of President David Adeang at the ADB
Constituency meeting in Milan, 4 May, a day ahead of the
58th Annual Meeting of the ADB Board of Governors.

DM Thoma said Nauru was pleased to formalise the
landmark $37.5m sustainable urban development
investment with ADB – a significant step in improving the
living conditions of Nauruans.

“This builds upon ADB’s ongoing support to two of our
most critical infrastructure projects: the Nauru Port Project
and the Solar Farm Project,” DM Thoma said.

“The Port Project is a transformative initiative that will
enhance trade and connectivity, while the Solar Farm
Project will soon enable Nauru to achieve 50 per cent of
its energy needs from renewable sources—a major
milestone in our energy transition journey.”

DM Thoma notes the ADB’s recognition of Nauru’s unique
vulnerabilities as a small island developing state remains
deeply appreciated.

He advised that Nauru is working to deter the expected
graduation to high-income status under Official
Development Assistance (ODA) criteria from January
2026, which will effectively disqualify Nauru from
accessing certain ADB financing based on gross
domestic product (GDP) or other established criteria.

“Graduation should be measured not just by income, but
by resilience and readiness,” DM Thoma said, adding that
Nauru is advocating for vulnerability-based assessments
through the Multidimensional Vulnerability Index (MVI).

Nauru is engaging closely with donor partners to ensure
continued access to critical funding for infrastructure and
resilience-building projects.

Deputy Minister Thoma says Nauru remains committed to
the partnership with ADB and looks forward to continue
working with the ADB to achieve a sustainable and secure
future for the people of Nauru. //

Nauru raised concerns of graduation from the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) list of Official Development
Assistance (ODA)  recipients, at the 2nd Japan-Pacific
Islands Finance Ministers’ meeting on 5 May.

Nauru supports MVI adoption as guiding metric for
international assistance

ADB58: Nauru concerned over
graduation from OECD assistance

Deputy Minister for Finance Delvin Thoma attended the
meeting, held on the margins of the annual Asian
Development Bank meeting in Milan, and reiterated
concerns that the graduation does not accurately reflect
the realities of Nauru’s economy.

“Graduation under the current criteria disregards our
structural vulnerabilities as a Small Island Developing
State,” the Deputy Minister said.

“The Multidimensional Vulnerability Index provides a
more accurate and comprehensive measure of our
development context. Nauru strongly supports its
adoption as the guiding metric for international
assistance.”

Nauru faces acute environmental and climate-related
threats compounded by the prolonged drought and
absence of natural fresh water sources.

DM Thoma thanked Australia for helping establish a
Commonwealth Bank facility in Nauru, but underscores
issues with the loss of correspondent banking
relationships, disaster risk financing, and domestic
resource mobilisation and infrastructure, with relevance
to Nauru’s vulnerabilities and urgent need for action.

Later in a bilateral meeting between DM Thoma and
Japan’s Vice Minister of Finance for International Affairs,
Atsushi Mimura, discussions centred on the OECD
graduation process and its implications for resource
sustainability, highlighting Nauru’s vulnerability as the
most vulnerable Pacific island and the fifth most
vulnerable country in the world.

Japanese support for infrastructure projects was
emphasised, including high-quality, resilient
infrastructure and job creation.

Japan's commitment to continued technical assistance
and grants, even post-graduation from OECD, was
reaffirmed, through schemes like ADB and the Asian
Development Fund (ADF). The importance of
digitalisation and connectivity, particularly the cable
project, were underscored. //
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Global institutions the World Bank Group and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) held their spring
meetings in Washington D.C., 21-25 April, where Nauru
raised key issues regarding its economic status.

DM Thoma (4th) highlights commitment to strength private
sector growth among others

Nauru raises economic challenges
at World Bank, IMF meeting

Deputy Minister for Finance and Sustainable Development
Delvin Thoma led the Nauru delegation to the meetings,
advocating for Nauru’s economic interests.

The delegation held a series of high-level engagements
raising key issues including the need to defer Nauru’s
upcoming graduation to High-Income Country (HIC) status
due to ongoing economic vulnerabilities, climate-related
challenges, and the unsustainable nature of current
revenue sources.

The delegation also emphasised the importance of
recognising the Multidimensional Vulnerability Index (MVI)
in determining access to grants and/or concessional
financing for Small Island Developing States like Nauru.

Deputy Minister Thoma highlighted the Government’s
commitment to strengthening private sector growth,
advancing climate resilience initiatives, and improving
financial governance.

Discussions were also held on state-owned enterprise
(SOE) reforms, and opportunities to access new regional
and global financing programs.

A key outcome was the support expressed by IMF and the
World Bank for Nauru’s efforts to build economic
resilience and diversify revenue sources. 

The delegation also confirmed preparations for the
upcoming IMF Article IV Consultation visit to Nauru, 30
June to 11 July 2025.

The Government looks forward to strengthening
partnerships and pursuing opportunities that enhance
Nauru’s economic stability, climate resilience, and
development prospects. //

Minister Bernicke at World Internet
Conference

Nauru highlights commitment to creating a supportive
technological framework focusing on digital growth at the
2025 World Internet Conference Asia Pacific summit in
Hong Kong, 14-15 April.

Minister for Telecommunications Shadlog Bernicke
attended the conference and spoke on the 'Inclusive
Finance Empowered by Digital Intelligence', sharing
Nauru's vision from its National Digital Transformation
Strategy 2025–2030.

He says Nauru is committed to creating a supportive
regulatory and technological framework, asserting that
even as one of the world's smallest country, Nauru is
focused on digital growth and empowering its citizens
through innovative financial technologies.

“As part of [the] Nauru National Digital Transformation
Strategy 2025-2030, our vision for Nauru is to continue
this path towards digital development through innovative
solutions to equip our citizens to be at the forefront of
digital financial technologies in the future. 

“With Pacific’s first ever Starlink Community Gateway in
place and the arrival of the East Micronesia Cable later
this year, Nauru is already well placed to accelerate
towards a fully cashless economy,” the Minister stated.

The event was hosted by World Internet Conference
(WIC) and the minister's visit fully funded by the
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region of the People’s Republic of China and WIC.

Almost 1,000 attendees gathered to explore future
potential developments across various domains in digital
technology, focusing on the theme: Integration of AI and
Digital Technologies – Shaping the Future: Jointly
Building a Community with a Shared Future in
Cyberspace.

The Vice-Chairman of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference, Mr Wang Yong, emphasised
China's dedication to fostering global collaboration in
digital innovation, security, and governance. //

Minister Bernicke looks to a future in digital financial
technology
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Nauru reaffirms support for a comprehensive reform of the
UN Security Council and calls for a seat for Small Island
Developing States.

Nauru’s Ambassador to the United Nations Lara Daniel
addressed the informal meeting of the plenary on the
Intergovernmental Negotiations about fair representation
and expanding the Security Council's membership at the
United Nations Headquarters, 15 April.

“Nauru reaffirms its support for a comprehensive reform of
the Security Council, and emphasise the five clusters
identified in General Assembly decision 62/557 are
interconnected.”

The five clusters include the relationship between the
Security Council and the General Assembly, focusing on
their coordination and the Assembly's oversight role; the
size and methods of an expanded Security Council,
discussing potential member increases and working
methods like transparency and meeting frequency.

Additionally, membership categories examines permanent
versus non-permanent members and the possibility of
new membership types; and the question of the veto
which considers limits on the veto power of permanent
members or its complete removal.

The fifth cluster being regional representation, addresses
fair representation for various regions and the potential for
more seats or new regional groups.

Ambassador Daniel says discussions on these issues
cannot and should not proceed in isolation, and
appreciates the ongoing efforts of the Chair and hopes for
a unified model for negotiations.

She says the imbalance in the Security Council’s
permanent membership presents a valuable opportunity
for improvement.

Prioritising equity and representation is essential for
enhancing the Council's credibility and legitimacy,
fostering a more inclusive and effective organisation.”

Nauru reaffirms support for a comprehensive reform of the
UN Security Council and calls for a seat for Small Island
Developing States.

UN Ambassador Daniel highlights imbalance in UN security
membership

Nauru supports UN security reform
to include SIDS “Nauru supports calls to expand the Council to about 27

members to address structural inequalities that continue
to marginalise developing countries, especially in Africa,
Latin America, the Caribbean, and the Pacific.

“As part of this effort, Nauru strongly advocates for the
establishment of a dedicated seat for Small Island
Developing States (SIDS). Such a seat would ensure that
the unique perspectives and vulnerabilities of SIDS are
represented in the Council’s decision-making processes
and would be a tangible step toward a more inclusive,
equitable, and responsive Security Council.”

Ambassador Daniel notes that at the founding of the UN,
one-third of the world’s population was living under
colonial rule, and while there has been progress, she
says the Security Council still mirrors the power dynamics
of the past.

A reform is essential for improved representation of all
member states, enhancing the Council's effectiveness,
inclusivity, and legitimacy through better operations and
robust checks and balances.

“Let us approach this challenge with optimism and
determination. The opportunity for meaningful reform is at
hand, and we are ready to embrace it,” Ambassador
Daniel said. //

'They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age
shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going
down of the sun and in the morning. We will remember
them'.

President Adeang lays wreath at 110th Anzac day anniversary

Anzac day dawn service

Master of ceremony Andrew Baker led the Anzac Day dawn
service held at the Anibare Village on the eastern side of the
island, 25 April.

As the sun gently rose from the horizon against the soft
drizzle of rain, Australian High Commissioner Matthew
Barclay delivered the ANZAC Day commemorative address
before the laying of wreaths and the recitation of the Ode of
Remembrance.

His Excellency President David Adeang laid a wreath
honouring the sacrifices of war veterans.

Attendees from the Nauruan, Australian and New Zealand
communities observed a minutes' silence and the playing of
the Last Post and the Reveille.

This year marks the 110th anniversary of the landing of
Australian and New Zealand soldiers known as the Anzacs,
on Gallipoli in 1915.  ANZAC Day was  first observed in
1916. //
#lestweforget2025
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Nauru reaffirmed its commitment to regional cooperation
on air transport and the need for greater support to building
resilience and capacity within the Pacific aviation sector.

Facilitating the future of air transport

Minister Aliklik says conference theme resonates
deeply with Nauru

Minister for Transport Reagan Aliklik addressed the
International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) Facilitation
Conference (FALC2025) in Doha, Qatar, 14-17 April,
emphasising the importance of strengthening aviation
facilitation and border management in Small Island
Developing States (SIDS) such as Nauru, while
maintaining a balanced approach to aviation security.

FALC 2025 focuses on promoting collaboration, efficiency,
and inclusivity in global air travel, under the theme,
Facilitating the Future of Air Transport.

The Minister says the conference theme “resonates deeply
with Nauru”.

“For a Small Island Developing State like Nauru, air
connectivity is not a convenience; it is a necessity. It is our
bridge to essential services, economic opportunity and
regional solidarity.

“We must recognise that the future of air transport must be
safe, secure, efficient, and inclusive,” Minster Aliklik said.”
Nauru has taken steps to improve facilitation at its border
and progression towards compliance with ICAO standards
of streamlining air transport and laying the groundwork for
future integration of passenger data systems and digital
credentials.

“These are not small tasks for a small country, but we are
committed to doing our part,” the Minister said.
Challenges for SIDS remain significant as they are faced
with technical, financial and capacity constraints that limit
their abilities to implement facilitation reforms at the pace
of larger states.

Minister Aliklik encouraged ICAO and development
partners to continue supporting states with targeted
assistance, especially the most vulnerable and remote.
He says Nauru looks ahead and stands ready to work with
others on regional solutions that promote shared systems,
common training, and technical cooperation.

“These initiatives are key to ensuring that no country is left
behind in the journey towards a more seamless global
aviation system.”

The Doha Ministerial Declaration on Facilitation of
International Air Transport outlines the collective goals of
affirming the critical role of air transport facilitation in
ensuring the efficient and seamless movement of
passengers, crew, cargo, aircraft across borders, facilitate
trade and provide humanitarian response in crises.

Ministers urge states, ICAO, international and regional
organisations, industry and other stakeholders to
emphasise the importance of air transport facilitation to
ensuring a safe, secure and sustainable civil aviation
sector as a global facilitation governance aspect.

To actively engage in international frameworks and
decision-making fora, strengthen mechanisms to establish
robust partnerships with immigration and border control
agencies, customs and health authorities. The health plan
to be developed in line with World Health Organisation’s
international health regulations.

The declaration also urge the facilitation of passenger
journey and protecting rights of people with visible and
non-visible disabilities and reduced mobility by ensuring
their involvement in decision-making processes and other
efforts to achieve a disability-inclusive air transport system.

Ministers also urged enhancement of data, innovative
technology and skills processes to improve all aspects of
air transport facilitation. //

Read the Doha-Declaration-International-Air-Transport

The Lands and Survey office is assessing damages after
an electrical fire from a split air-conditioning unit broke
out in its conference room around 8pm on Thursday, 1
May.

𝗙𝗶𝗿𝗲 𝗰𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗮𝗶𝗻𝗲𝗱 𝗮𝘁 𝗹𝗮𝗻𝗱𝘀 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝘀𝘂𝗿𝘃𝗲𝘆
𝗼𝗳𝗳𝗶𝗰𝗲

Fire damage estimated to be $25,000

Damages to files and equipment are minimal as the fire
was caught in time and quickly contained. Initial odour of
an electrical burn was detected by an on-duty cleaner
who informed the head of department and the Fire and
Emergency Services when the electrical smoke turned
into fire.

cont pg 7....

https://www.icao.int/Meetings/FALC2025/Declaration/Doha%20Declaration%20en.pdf
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Cleaning, electrical inspection, and structural damages
are being assessed to ensure a return to a safe working
environment from Wednesday 7 May.

The public should not be alarmed as all maps are on
backed up software and every effort is being made to
ensure similar incidents are prevented. //

A single cabinet containing more than 200 large old
maps was the only asset of significant value that was
lost. These are the original works and map drawings of
former surveyors who had been employed with the
department for decades, and are now either retired or
passed on.

These files however, are not totally lost. Along with other
files and maps, they have been electronically saved and
backed up on AutoCAD software and Geographic
Information System (GIS).

AutoCAD software is used for creating precise 2D and
3D designs, while GIS Surveying combines traditional
surveying techniques with computer software, hardware,
and data acquisition techniques to capture, manage,
analyse, and display geospatial data in a visual format.

The cabinet containing these maps was the closest unit
to the air-conditioner, hence sustained the most damage.
Three desktop computers and a projector screen were
also damaged.

Four other map-storing cabinets were unharmed, as well
as the administration books for maps containing all land
portions in Nauru by district.

The Department estimates the value of damages at
around $25,000.

As a step toward fostering collaboration and sustainable
development, RONPHOS and the Rabi Council of
Leaders, representing the Banaban community, have
formalised their partnership through a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU). 

Phosphate MOU with Rabi leaders

Minister Bernicke and Rabi officials sign MOU for
phosphate related projects

RONPHOS Minister Shadlog Bernicke and Rabi
Administrator Jacob Karutake signed the MOU. The MOU
that was ratified on 25 April will lay the foundation for a
strategic partnership to explore and implement phosphate-
related projects on Ocean Island, aiming to address long-
standing challenges caused by primary phosphate mining
and promote sustainable development

This collaboration emphasises capacity building,
infrastructure improvement, environmental rehabilitation
and sustainable employment for Banabans on Ocean
Island. It also includes RONPHOS assisting in developing
a potential crushing plant on Ocean Island.

The MOU acknowledges the Kiribati government's
sovereign jurisdiction over Ocean Island. With a shared
vision of fostering economic growth and community
empowerment, both parties will focus on key areas such
as technical and engineering support, capacity building,
project development, waste management, and funding
opportunities.

The MOU reflects a commitment to use a sustainable
resource, and this partnership represents a significant
milestone in addressing historical challenges and
projecting a future of collaboration, innovation, and
environmental stewardship for Ocean Island. //

Ambassador Lara Daniel presented her credentials to
the President of Israel, His Excellency Isaac Herzog on
28 April, formally accrediting her as the non-resident
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of Nauru to the State of Israel.

Ambassador to Israel, Lara Daniel

UN Ambassador Daniel presents her Letter of Credence to
Israel President Herzog

President Herzog expressed his hope to significantly
enhance the bilateral relations between their nations,
highlighting the great potential for cultural exchanges
and collaboration in agricultural technology between
Israel and Nauru.

Israel’s Ambassador to Nauru and the Pacific Mr Roi
Rosenblit was also present at the occasion.

Nauru and Israel established diplomatic relations in 1994
and have since maintained a close, mutually beneficial
partnership, having cooperative measures in health,
agriculture, water and food security.

Mr Sean Oppenheimer has been the Honorary Consul of
the State of Israel to Nauru since 2012. //

𝗙𝗶𝗿𝗲 𝗰𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗮𝗶𝗻𝗲𝗱 𝗮𝘁 𝗹𝗮𝗻𝗱𝘀 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝘀𝘂𝗿𝘃𝗲𝘆 𝗼𝗳𝗳𝗶𝗰𝗲
...from pg 6



Nauru Bulletin Issue 7 - 2025/290

The Nauru Bulletin is a fortnightly
publication of the Government of the
Republic of Nauru.
It is produced by the Government
Information Office (GIO).
The GIO was established in May 2008 and
is a section of the Office of the President.

Office Contact:
Government Information Office

Government Offices
Yaren District, Republic of Nauru

Email: gio.nauru@gmail.com
Telephpne: +674 8880130

Web: www.nauru.gov.nr

The ongoing work on the airport runway of investigating
and removing anomalies has not unearthed any
Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) to date.

No UXOs found during runway investigation

Anormalies along runway
proving low risk

Resurfacing Project involving investigating and safely
removing 96 metal anomalies  beneath the runway, some
of which may be UXOs from World War II.

The runway, operational for over 30 years, is being
upgraded to enhance safety and maintain international
certification, with a strong focus on public safety through a
strict “no risk” policy.

The UXO investigation and removal activities commenced
on 28 April and will continue until all anomalies have been
investigated.

On 1 May, Minister for Transport Reagan Aliklik joined
acting Australian High Commissioner Stephen Close at 

The Government and people of the Republic of Nauru
join the global community of the faithful in mourning the
loss of His Holiness Pope Francis.

Pope Francis tribute.

President Adeang lays wreath at Pope Francis mass

Nauru offers prayers for the eternal repose of his soul
and for comfort to all who grieve his passing. The Nauru
national flag flew at half-mast until the burial of His
Holiness.

President David Adeang declared a public holiday on
Friday 25 April in observance of the occasion, and
attended the Requiem Thanksgiving Mass at Christ the
King Church in Arubo, Ewa District, where he laid a
wreath. Parish Priest Fr Robati Tebaiuea, MSC, led the
service.
In a condolence letter to the Vatican, His Excellency
President Adeang paid tribute and conveyed heartfelt
condolences.

“His Holiness was a true shepherd of peace, humility,
and compassion. Throughout his papacy, he inspired
the world through his tireless advocacy of the poor and
the vulnerable, his courageous voice for justice and
equality, and his unwavering call for unity, mercy, and
hope,” President Adeang said. //

the UXO anomaly investigation site for a walkthrough of
the project at the Nauru International Airport.

To date, 47 out of 96 anomalies identified have been
investigated near the central, west-central, eastern
section of the runway and below the tarmac revealing a
mix shallow, low risk anomalies and higher deeper
anomalies. No UXOs have been found. This leaves 49
anomalies still to be investigated.

The Minister had a brief meeting with key stakeholders
including, Secretary for National Emergency Services
(NES) Barassi Botelanga, project contractors from
Downer and Palladium, and officials from the Civil
Aviation Authority.

The Downer’s Senior Project Manager – Transport &
Infrastructure Peter Murr provided an update on project
coordination and logistics; while UXO investigation lead
Brian Mclntyre briefed the Minister on the detailed
methodology, operational steps, and progress of the
anomaly investigation.

Minister Aliklik expressed his appreciation to the
contractors for a successful initiation and progress of this
project. This visit reaffirms the Government of Nauru’s
strong commitment to safety, international cooperation,
and infrastructure development. //

The Government of
 Nauru, in partnership
 with the Government 
of Australia, has 
initiated the Nauru 
Airport Runway 

Pope Francis last visit to the Pacific in September 2024
was to Papua New Guinea when President Adeang had
the opportunity to meet His Holiness; an encounter that
remains as a treasured memory and a source of spiritual
strength.


